MASS TIMES AND MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday 10th January - Sunday 18th January

The Baptism of the Lord (A)
James Clark R.I.P. & Charlotte Kelly RI.P. - Charlotte Hunt

Sat 10th January
(MHR) 6.30pm:

People of the Parish
Sun 11th January
(5tD) 9am: Hilda Akintonde - Margaret Varndell
(MHR) 1lam: Kathleen Ward Thank you
Mon 12th January Feria
(MHR) 9.30am: Bridie Pryke & Family - Margaret Varndell
Tues 13th January Feria
(Stb)  9.30am: Peggy O’Neill F/M
Wed 14th January Feria
(MHR)  9.30am: NO MORNING MASS
Thurs 15th January Feria
(StD) 9.30am: Mary Vadakara R.I.P. - Lima Vadakara
Fri 16th January Feria
(MHR) 9.30am: Denise - Margaret Varndell
(MHR) 10.00am: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
James Clark R.I.P. & Charlotte Kelly R.I.P. - Charlotte Hunt

Sat 17th January
(MHR)  6.30pm:
Sun 18th January
(5tD) 9am: People of the Parish
(MHR)  1lam: John - S.V.P.

MORNING PRAYER : Before Mass 9.15am on Mon - Fri,
ROSARY : after Morning Mass Mon & Fri (MHR), after Morning Mass Tues and Thurs (StD).

CONFESSION: at MHR ( By Request )

PRAY FOR THE SICK OF THE PARISH AND HOUSEBOUND

Brian Angel, Jason Angel, Rita Bracher, Christine, Deborah DiMoriaku, Stacey Doyle, Mary Eckett, Louise Flores, G. Golding,
Tania Kavanagh, Daniel Kelleher, Karen Kennedy, Billy Koseda, Luke, Madeleine, Charlotte Massey, Susan Newman, Elsie
Pridemore, Dee Skene, William Taylor, Tony Tyres, June Warrington, Eileen Lacey, Andrew White, Lynsey Mitchell, John
Barry, Trish Connolly, Fran Manderson, Veronica & John Campling, Sarah Harding, Claire Monkcom, Andy & Doreen, Nadia
Bolton, Donna McKearney, Tina Perotti, Brenda White, Ann Carr, Janet O'Brien ,Jacqueline Pears and Steve Stripe, Paul Sin-
gleton, Mary Boyle, Tom Green, Val Kelleher, Nicky Burgess, Eve Lawrence, Sue Edwards, Stephanie Bedding, Ken Page,
Sheila Murphy, Baby Emily, Lydia Luke, Neil Humphries, Pat Humphries, Joseph Exley, Suzanne Bonelli, Elizabeth Yee, Mar-
garet T, Francis and Shaun, Rose Louise McDonagh, Amie Hughes, Will Manderson, Baby Arthur Connolly, Bridget Geraldine
Carr, Lukose Vadakara, Matthew, Josie Piper, Bailey Merritt, Chris Lewis, Tracy Stuart, Maisie & Baby, Cecilia Thompson.

ANNIVERSARIES WE REMEMBER AT THIS TIME.

James Clark, Harry Wright, Mary Campbell, Mary & James Browne, Julie Russell, Catherine Kelly, Canon Francis Dobson,
William Henry Twiggs, James O’Riordan, Alacoque Christine Smyth, Henry Morgan, Nora Jordan, Peggy O'Neill, Gladys Jarvis,
Raymond McDonald, Eileen Taylor, Fr John King, George Price, Michael Smith, Charlotte Kelly, James Patrick Mahoney,
Charles Robins, Victor Mepham, Mary Hunt, Dolly Veal, Fr. Basil Pearson, Sidney Robert Miles, Michael Donovan, Mrs
Maureen Neligan, Bridget O’'Regan, George Walker, Fr. Ken Green, Kathleen (Kathy) Murphy, Margaret McCrudden, Canon
Charles Kuypers, Thomas Neville

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE.
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Romford Diocesan Website : Romford
Essex RM3 9PB www.mostholyredeemerharoldhill.org.uk Essex RM3 73S

The Baptism of the Lord (A)
11th January 2026
First Reading: /saiah 42:1 - 4, 6 - 7 Second Reading: Acts 10: 34 - 38 Gospel: Matthew 3: 13- 17
The feast of the Baptism of the Lord concludes the church's Christmas Season. Only last Monday we
celebrated the journey of the wise men from the East to the new born son of Mary and Joseph. How-
ever, with this morning's feast, the focus is very much on the adult Jesus. After spending what was
probably about thirty years in the village of Nazareth, Jesus now journeys south to the wilderness of
Judea to be baptized by John the Baptist in the river Jordan. Just a little over two weeks ago, on
Christmas day, we celebrated the birth of Jesus, the beginning of his earthly life. Today we celebrate
a beginning in Jesus' adult life, the beginning of his public ministry.
Jesus begins his public ministry by going to John to seek Baptism. we sometimes wonder why He
did this, and John shares in our bewilderment- ‘Il need to be baptised by you, and you come to me?'
John preached a baptism for the forgiveness of sins, but Jesus was born free of sin and so Baptism
wasn't necessary for him. Why then, does he go to John, and in so doing allow himself to be num-
bered among sinners?
Jesus'baptism is the first of his many humble acts in obedience to the will of God: ‘Let it be so now;
it is proper for us to do this to fulfil all righteousness." He begins his life of service by identifying
with the people that he came to save.
After his immersion, the Spirit of God comes upon Jesus. This Spirit will help and guide him in his
work. He is strengthen by the Spirit to fulfil the mandate announced by Isaiah in the First Reading:
'to open the eyes of the blind, to bring out prisoners from confinement, and from the dungeon, those
who live in darkness." And, just as a loving Mother praise her child for doing the right thing, God the
Father's voice can be heard from Heaven, proclaiming his delight in his Son.
Onthe day of our Baptism, we too were claimed as God's own belaved children, and God was pleased
with us just as God is pleased with Jesus in the Gospel reading. Sometimes it is easy to do God's
will, especially if it reconciles with our own desires and dreams for ourselves. The lesson that we
can learn from Jesus in today's Gospel is that our actions must always serve the will of God, even if
that means sacrificing or humbling ourselves.
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VOTIVE CANDLE PRICE UPDATE - We sincerely apologise for any inconvenience this may cause.
Due to unforeseen circumstances, the price of votive candles will be adjusted to 40p each. The can-
dles we now have a four-hour burn time. Unfortunately lkea no longer supplies the previous 2'2-hour
candles, and the cost of a pack is now £4, plus delivery charges. This increase helps us cover the
current retail and delivery costs. If your unable to afford this, please do not worry. Thank you for your
understanding and continued support.

PARISH MONTHLY GRAND DRAW - Congratulations to our January winner Tim & Janet O’Brien No
13, £50.

A BIG THANK YOU - Thank you to all SVP Team. You truly embody the spirit of the Good Samaritan.
Your kindness, selflessness, and dedication have touched our lives in ways we will forever cherish.
Special thank you to Patrick Murray for his expertise in social services. We are deeply grateful beyond
measure. Your love, support and compassion will remain in our hearts forever. Mary Abangan & Fami-
ly.

MAKE FUNDRAISING GO FURTHER - Many employers match funds raised for charitable events. If
you are involved in our fundraising activities, please ask your employer whether a matched giving
scheme is available, as this could greatly boost our total funds raised. See Theresa or Fr. Joseph.

DIOCESAN SECOND COLLECTION PAX CHRISTI - There will be a Diocesan second collection this
Sunday for Pax Christi after all Masses. Thank You for your continued support

STAMP COLLECTION FOR ST FRANCIS HOSPICE - A collection box for used stamps in support of
St. Francis Hospice will be available at the back of the church. Please place any stamps in the box by
28th January. Thank you for your support.

S.V.P. MEETING - The first SVP meeting of the year will take place on the 12th January 26 at St
Dominics at 5pm .Hope as many can attend for our first meeting in 2026 .God Bless Patrick .

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CLASSES - The First Holy Communion Classes will begin on Thursday
15th January from 6.30pm to 7.30pm in St. Georges hall at the Most Holy Redeemer Church.

CONFIRMATION APPLICATIONS - Confirmation applications must be handed in by this Sunday,
Unfortunately, applications received after this weekend cannot be processed.

CONFIRMATION MEETING FOR PARENTS & CONFIRMAND - There will be a Parent and Confirm-
ands meeting on Saturday 24th January 10.30am in St. Anthony’s Hall, at the Most Holy Redeemer
Church, Harold Hill. Please bring along a passport - size photo of your child. A copy of your Baptism
certificate, if not already submitted. The £35 registration fee. If you're experiencing any financial diffi-
culty, please speak to Francesca Uche or Fr. Joseph after the meeting. Your attendance is very im-
portant. Thank you for your cooperation.

UNWANTED CHRISTMAS GIFTS - A box will be placed at the back of the Parishes for unwanted
Christmas gifts. These gifts will be used for Raffle Prizes through out the year. Thank You for your
continued support.

GENTLE REMINDER FOR MASS INTENTIONS - Please allow plenty of notice if you require a partic-
ular day or time - for it is not always possible to celebrate Mass intentions on the day requested, so the
Mass intention will be celebrated on the nearest available day.

RECENT BEREAVEMENT - Rev John Francis Hayes died peacefully on Wednesday 7th January in
Arklow, Co. Wicklow, Ireland. The Requiem Mass took place on Saturday, 10th January, in St Patrick’s
Church, Co. Wexford, Ireland. May he rest in peace.

WEDNESDAY STUDY SPACE RE-OPENING - Good news! Our Wednesday Warm and Safe Study
Room for young people (School Years 9-13) will be resuming on Wednesday, January 14th, 2026,
from 3:30 PM - 6:30 PM in the Parish Centre (5 Park End Rd, Romford RM1 4AT) next to the church.
This space offers a warm, quiet, and safe environment for studying, complete with free Wi-Fi and very
affordable snacks and drinks. All returning and new students must re-register using the form linked
in our youth page's Instagram bio, @romford_youth (requiring both student and parent/guardian signa-
tures). Additionally, we are actively seeking more adult volunteers to help supervise the space on
Wednesday afternoons; please contact Onose, our youth coordinator, directly (via email at rom-
fordyouth@bredt.org) if you are able to commit a few hours to support this vital youth ministry
initiative.

YOUTH 2000 LONDON ONE-DAY RETREAT - Kick off the new year with a day of faith, friendship, and
hope! Join Youth 2000 for prayer, teaching, and community in Wimbledon. When: Saturday, 24th Jan
2026 | 9am - 9pm, Where: Sacred Heart Parish, Wimbledon, SW19 4LU, Who: Ages 16-35 (under
18s must be accompanied by an adult). Cost (£30): Includes lunch and dinner. Sponsored spaces are
available if cost is a barrier. Registration closes Monday, 19th January (12pm). Don't miss out—
come alone or bring a friend; the Youth 2000 team will ensure you're warmly welcomed into a small
group! For more information, please contact Onose, our youth coordinator, directly (via email at rom-
fordyouth@bredt.org).

WALSINGHAM HOUSE TEAM 26/27 - Applications are now open for the Walsingham House Team
26/27. Being on the team is a wonderful opportunity to work with young people from across the diocese,
live in community and to share and deepen our faith. Applications are open to those aged 18-23
(current Year 13 and above). For more information including the application form please see the web-
site https://bcys.net/whabbotswick/be-on-team/ or email michaelkearns@brcdt.org. Applications close
on Friday, 16th January 2026.

RETROUVAILLE - Retrouvaille helps marriages. It can bring hope and healing to relationships. Next
date: 12th February 2026. www.retrouvaille.org.uk Tel: 07887 296983

DATES FOR MONTHLY YOUTH MASS - 5th February 2026 - Less than 2 weeks before we begin the
season of Lent, the SVP will join us to help us begin to think, reflect and prepare with their new re-
sources. 5th March 2026 - Join us for Stations of the Cross during Lent — a simple, meaningful way to
slow down, reflect, and journey with Jesus through real-life struggles and hope. Please note there is NO
Youth Mass is April as this falls on Maundy Thursday.

BCCS AFTERNOON TEA - The Brentwood Catholic Children Society is delighted to kick off the year
with an invitation to Afternoon Tea. Hosted in the opulent surroundings of the Roslin Beach Hotel in
Southend-on-Sea on Tuesday 17th February 2026 (13:30-15:30). Set in the elegant ballroom of this
prestigious venue, this fundraising event promises an experience of true luxury. Tickets are £35 per
person - for more information or to book your place search /iwww.bccs.org.uk/get-involved/events/ or
contact Julie (jabbott@bccs.org.uk or 07912277413).

SUMMER LOURDES PILGRIMAGE (18-25 Jul 2026) - Applications are open online for this years’
Lourdes pilgrimage for those in year 10 and above. You can find all information and the link to apply at
www.beys.net/events/sl26.As always, there is funding available for which we can provide advice and
support. We hope to have as many different schools and parishes represented as possible so if there is
any support we can give, please do get in touch.

LOTTERY BONUS BALL
Wed 7th January 2026 Bonus Ball No: 12 “ Roll Over ” £25
Congratulations to winner and thank you for supporting your Parishes
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