MASS TIMES AND MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday 3rd January - Sunday 11th January

Second Sunday after the Nativity (A)
Assagu R.LP.- Guled Family

Sat 3rd January
(MHR) 6.30pm:

Sun 4th January

t am: ex Teodorska R.IP. - Rayner Fami
StD, 9 Alex Teodorska R.LP. - Rayner Family
am: arlie Camelo R.I.P. Anni - Tessa Sleet & Fami
MHR) 11 Charlie Camelo R.I.P. Anni - T Sleet & Family
People of the Parish

Mon 5th January
(MHR) 9.30am:

Tues 6th January
(StD) 9.30am:

(MHR)  7.30pm:

Wed 7th January
(MHR) 9.30am:

Thurs 8th January Weekday of Christmas Time - Thursday
(StD) 9.30am: Alex Teodorska R.I.P. - S.V.P.

Fri 9th January Weekday of Christmas Time - Friday
(MHR) 9.30am: Una & Roger Dean - Joe & Josie
(MHR) 10.00am: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions

Sat 10th January The Baptism of the Lord (A)
(MHR) 6.30pm: James Clark R.I.P. & Charlotte Kelly R.I.P.- Charlotte Hunt

Weekday of Christmas Time - Monday
Sam Angel - Margherita & James

THE EPIPHANY of the LORD
Theresa & Patrick - Margaret Varndell
Fr. Joseph Family Intentions

Weekday of Christmas Time - Wednesday
NO MORNING MASS

People of the Parish
Sun 11th January
(5tD) 9am: Hilda Akintonde - Margaret Varndell
(MHR)  1lam: Kathleen Ward Thank you

MORNING PRAYER : Before Mass 9.15am on Mon - Fri,
ROSARY : after Morning Mass Mon & Fri (MHR), after Morning Mass Tues and Thurs (StD).

CONFESSION: at MHR ( By Request )

PRAY FOR THE SICK OF THE PARISH AND HOUSEBOUND

Brian Angel, Jason Angel, Rita Bracher, Christine, Deborah DiMoriaku, Stacey Doyle, Mary Eckett, Louise Flores, G. Golding,
Tania Kavanagh, Daniel Kelleher, Karen Kennedy, Billy Koseda, Luke, Madeleine, Charlotte Massey, Susan Newman, Elsie
Pridemore, Dee Skene, William Taylor, Tony Tyres, June Warrington, Eileen Lacey, Andrew White, Lynsey Mitchell, John
Barry, Trish Connolly, Fran Manderson, Veronica & John Campling, Sarah Harding, Claire Monkcom, Andy & Doreen, Nadia
Bolton, Donna McKearney, Tina Perotti, Brenda White, Ann Carr, Janet O'Brien ,Jacqueline Pears and Steve Stripe, Paul Sin-
gleton, Mary Boyle, Tom Green, Val Kelleher, Nicky Burgess, Eve Lawrence, Sue Edwards, Stephanie Bedding, Ken Page,
Sheila Murphy, Baby Emily, Lydia Luke, Neil Humphries, Pat Humphries, Joseph Exley, Suzanne Bonelli, Elizabeth Yee, Mar-
garet T, Francis and Shaun, Rose Louise McDonagh, Amie Hughes, Will Manderson, Baby Arthur Connolly, Bridget Geraldine
Carr, Lukose Vadakara, Matthew, Josie Piper, Bailey Merritt, Chris Lewis, Tracy Stuart, Maisie & Baby, Cecilia Thompson.

ANNIVERSARIES WE REMEMBER AT THIS TIME.
Edward John Lynn, Michael Hedderman, Bill Baker, Canon Patrick McKenna, Mary Piggin, Patrick Gorman, James Reilly, Vi
Fitzgerald, Helen Savage, Fr. Francis Heenan, Kathleen Mary Clayton, Charlie Camelo, Nora Moran, Vincent Fitzgerald, Alfred
Barber, Thomas Sullivan, Patrick King, Jan Grajewski, James John O'Connor, Irene Amelia McGovern, Canon John Bloomfield,
Frank Fox, Ted Rackham, Gerald Bertram Patrick Atkins, John Campbell, Mary Peacock, Masie Camelo, Joan Martin, Rebecca
Sullivan, Arthur F Murray, James Murphy, Bill Nolan, Stella Grace Clarke, Richard Leaver, Des Moran, Myra Ingram, James
Clark, Harry Wright.

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE.
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Second Sunday after the Nativity (A)

4th January 2026
First Reading: Sirach 24:1-2, 8-12 Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-18 Gospel: John 1: 1-18
We have just begun a new year. There is something hopeful about the beginning of a new
year. It is a time of new beginning. We let go of the old year and head out into the some-
thing new. Nature is also on the verge of a new beginning. Even though we are in mid-
winter, we know that each day is now that little bit longer than the previous one. With the
lengthening of the daylight, there comes an emergence of new life.

Today’s gospel veflects this moment of new beginning with its growing light. The gospel read-
ing’s opening words are ‘in the beginning’. It then goes on to speak of a light that shines in
the davkness, a light that davkness cannot overpower, a true light that enlightens everyone.
The gospel reading, of course, is veferring, not to the light of the sun, but to a different quali-
ty of light. It is the light of the Word who was with God in the beginning. Because this Word
became flesh, became human, his light has become accessible to us. It is not a distant light,
like a distant star, which can only be seen with a strong telescope. It is a light that envelopes
all our (iving.

The gospel veminding us that we [ive and move in this special light. Later on in JoAn’s gos-
pel, Jesus says of himself: T am the (light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in
darvkness but will have the (light of (ife’. Because Jesus is the Word made flesh, he identifies
himself as this true light that shines in the darkness, and that the darkness cannot overpow-
er.

We need to bear witness to Christ the Light: By Baptism we become members of the family
of Christ, the true Light of the world. Jesus said: “You are the light of the world.” Hence, our
mission as brothers and sisters of Christ and members of His Mystical Body, the Church, is
to reflect Christ’s Light to others, just as the moon veflects the light of the sun.
It is especially important during the Christmas season that we reflect on Christ’s uncondi-
tional love and forgiveness. Many people live in spiritual darkness and poverty, lacking
real freedom. There are others who are deafened and blinded by the cheap attractions of the
world. Still others feel lonely, unwanted, vejected, useless, and marginalized. All these people
are waiting for us to reflect the light of Christ on and into them, thus turning their (ives
into experiences of joy, wholeness and integrity.
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A BIG THANK YOU- My sincere thanks to you for your generosity to me personally this Christ-
mas. For your cards, good wishes, gifts and kind Christmas Offerings, | am deeply grateful. |
truly appreciate each and every one of your continued kindness and support. Wishing you all a
very happy New Year and every blessing for 2026 . With gratitude and prayers Fr Joseph.

WELCOME BACK - Welcome back to every one who has been away over the Christmas! We hope
you had a restful break. A warm welcome as well to any new Parishioners who have recently moved to
our community, and to any visitors joining us today.

SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD is a holyday of obligation: Parish Masses 9.30 am
at StD ( School Mass year 2 & year 6) and 7.30 pm (MHR).

ALTARS SERVER - Congratulations to our 7 altar servers who have received their medals on Friday
26" December on Stephen Day. They are: Brielle ( silver), Angel, Divina, Josie, Lilian, Lucas and
Orobosa. Thank you for their dedications and commitments. Three servers are currently on holiday,
This Sunday 4th Jan 26 4 servers will receive their medal as they away for Christmas holiday: Jose-
phine ( silver ) David, Kosi and Ugomsi.

COFFEE/TEA MORNING - Join us this Sunday after the 11am Mass, Most Holy Redeemer in St. An-
thonys Hall for a tea/coffee morning. All are welcome.

S.V.P. MEETING - The first SVP meeting of the year will take place on the 12th January 26 at St
Dominics at 5pm .Hope as many can attend for our first meeting in 2026 .God Bless Patrick .

PARENTS MEETING FIRST HOLY COMMUNION - There will be a meeting for PARENT’S ONLY on
Thursday 8th January 2026 at 7pm Most Holy Redeemer Church in St. Anthony’s hall. Please bring a
passport - size photo of your child. A copy of your child’s baptism certificate, if not already submitted.
The £25 registration fee. If you're experiencing any financial difficulty, Please speak to Paula Jones or
Fr. Joseph after the meeting. Your attendance is important. Thank You for your cooperation.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CLASSES - The First Holy Communion Classes will begin on Thursday
15th January from 6.30pm to 7.30pm in St. Georges hall at the Most Holy Redeemer Church.

GIRL’S CLUB - Girl's club will resume on Friday 9th January 6-7.30pm in St. George’s Hall at Most
Holy Redeemer Church. New members are welcome from Reception to Year 6.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY - Children’s Liturgy will resume next Sunday 11th January.

CONFIRMATION APPLICATIONS - Confirmation applications are to be handed in by next Sunday,
11th January. Unfortunately, applications received after this date cannot be processed.

DIOCESAN SECOND COLLECTION PAX CHRISTI - There will be a Diocesan second collection
Sunday 18th January for Pax Christi after all Masses. Thank You for your continued support.

UNWANTED CHRISTMAS GIFTS - A box will be placed at the back of the Parishes for unwanted
Christmas gifts. These gifts will be used for Raffle Prizes through out the year. Thank You for your
continued support.

BEREAVEMENT GROUP Come along to find comfort, support and understanding at our welcoming
and informal bereavement support group; Sheila Delander and Liz Hill will lead the group. We invite
you to join us as we navigate through grief together. Our meetings are held at 2 pm on the first
Wednesday of the month in St. Anthony’s Hall at the Most Holy Redeemer Church, Harold Hill. All are
welcome; tea/coffee and cake provided.

RECENT BEREAVEMENT - Rt Rev Mgr David Manson who | am very saddened to tell you has died
suddenly. His obituary and details of his funeral arrangements will follow.

WEDNESDAY STUDY SPACE RE-OPENING - Good news! Our Wednesday Warm and Safe Study
Room for young people (School Years 9-13) will be resuming on Wednesday, January 14th, 2026,
from 3:30 PM - 6:30 PM in the Parish Centre (5 Park End Rd, Romford RM1 4AT) next to the church.
This space offers a warm, quiet, and safe environment for studying, complete with free Wi-Fi and very
affordable snacks and drinks. All returning and new students must re-register using the form linked
in our youth page's Instagram bio, @romford_youth (requiring both student and parent/guardian signa-
tures). Additionally, we are actively seeking more adult volunteers to help supervise the space on
Wednesday afternoons; please contact Onose, our youth coordinator, directly (via email at rom-
fordyouth@bredt.org) if you are able to commit a few hours to support this vital youth ministry
initiative.

HEADTEACHER VACANCIES - St Peter's Primary School, Romford Deadline for applications: 12
(noon), Tuesday 6 January 2026. Headteacher - St Mary's Primary School, Hornchurch Deadline for
applications: 17:00, Friday 9 January 2026. Starting date April 2026. Holy Family Primary School,
Benfleet Deadline for applications: 09:00, Wednesday 28 January 2026.

WALSINGHAM HOUSE TEAM 26/27 - Applications are now open for the Walsingham House Team
26/27. Being on the team is a wonderful opportunity to work with young people from across the diocese,
live in community and to share and deepen our faith. Applications are open to those aged 18-23
(current Year 13 and above). For more information including the application form please see the web-
site https://bcys.net/whabbotswick/be-on-team/ or email michaelkearns@brcdt.org. Applications close
on Friday, 16th January 2026.

YOUTH 2000 LONDON ONE-DAY RETREAT - Kick off the new year with a day of faith, friendship, and
hope! Join Youth 2000 for prayer, teaching, and community in Wimbledon. When: Saturday, 24th Jan
2026 | 9am — 9pm, Where: Sacred Heart Parish, Wimbledon, SW19 4LU, Who: Ages 16-35 (under
18s must be accompanied by an adult). Cost (£30): Includes lunch and dinner. Sponsored spaces are
available if cost is a barrier. Registration closes Monday, 19th January (12pm). Don't miss out—
come alone or bring a friend; the Youth 2000 team will ensure you're warmly welcomed into a small
group! For more information, please contact Onose, our youth coordinator, directly (via email at rom-
fordyouth@bredt.org).

RETROUVAILLE - Retrouvaille helps marriages. It can bring hope and healing to relationships. Next
date: 12th February 2026. www.retrouvaille.org.uk Tel: 07887 296983

LOURDES PILGRIMAGE 2026 - Join our pilgrimage to Lourdes travelling overnight by luxury
coach from 9 to 14 February 2026. It is always a beautiful and deeply spiritual experience soaking in
the Spirit of Jesus as we travel to honour Our Blessed Mother. Leaving Slough and Ealing Broadway on
9 Feb 2026 and departing Lourdes on 13 February for a visit to the Shrine of the Miraculous Medal
in Rue de Bac, Paris on 14 February morning and arriving in London later on 14 February 2026. Full
board, exciting festival devotional program, experience the Blessed Sacrament Procession of the Sick,
the Candlelight Marian Rosary Procession and the International Mass on the Feast Day followed by
Stations, Confessions and Adoration with Hour of Mercy. Travel, full board and program cost £590. Call
millie on 07957594646 for more info.

VACANCY ST. HELEN’S CATHOLIC INFANT SCHOOL - KITCHEN ASSISTANT 11am - 2pm (term-
time only) from January 2026. Please contact the school office for further information and an application
pack: office@st helens-inf.essex.sch.uk Deadline: Friday, 16th January 2026

LOTTERY BONUS BALL

Wed 31st December 2025 Bonus Ball No: 14 “ Jean Rayner ” £25
Congratulations to winner and thank you for supporting your Parishes
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